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SUBJECT: MBFR: OPPOSITION CONCERN ABOUT CHANGE IN 
FRG POSITION 

1 . CDU DEPUTY MERTES, MBFR EXPERT AND DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BUNDESTAG ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT 
SUBCOMMITTEE, WAS REPORTED BY THE PRESS ON JULY 20 TO 
HAVE EXPRESSED THE CDU/CSU OPPOSITION S CONCERN THAT THE 
REPORTED FRG DESIRE TO ACCELERATE THE MBFR TALKS AND TO 
SURRENDER THE SUBSTANTIVE CONNECTION WITH SALT REPRE- 
SENTED A "SERIOUS CHANGE" IN THE GERMAN POSITION AND 
ENDANGERED BIPARTISAN AGREEMENT IN THE FRG ON MBFR 
POLICY. MERTES WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT THE 
OFFICIAL FRG POSITION REQUIRED PATIENT NEGOTIATIONS AND 
THAT THE CHANCELLOR SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT HE SHOULD NOT 
JEOPARDIZE THE INTERNAL POLITICAL CONSENSUS ON AN 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION BY SEEKING QUICK ILLUSORY 
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RESULTS. 

2. MERTES ALSO SAID THAT THE CHANCELLOR MUST HAVE 
DISCUSSED WESTERN ARMS CONTROL AND SECURITY POLICY WITH 
THE SOVIETS BEFORE HIS CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

HE CALLED ALL THESE DEVELOPMENTS "DISTURBING." 
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3. AT THE JULY 20 FEDERAL PRESS CONFERENCE, THE FONOFF 
SPOKESMAN INDICATED THERE WAS FULL 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE U.S. ON MBFR AND SALT. 

HE DENIED ASSERTIONS AS COMPLETELY MISLEADING THAT THE 
SUBSTANTIVE CONNECTION BETWEEN MBFR AND SALT HAD BEEN 
SURRENDERED. RATHER, IT HAD MERELY BEEN AGREED THAT 
THE QUESTION SHOULD BE EXAMINED BY THE WESTERN ALLIES 
IN WHICH OF THE TWO AREAS QUICKER PROGRESS MIGHT 
BE POSSIBLE. THE SPOKESMAN CONTINUED THAT THE WESTERN 
POSITION HAD NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY THIS INITIATIVE AND 
THAT THE FRG NATURALLY HELD TO THE PARITY AND COLLECT- 
IVITY PRINCIPLES. THIS ALSO MEANT, ACCORDING TO THE 
SPOKESMAN, SYMBOLIC REDUCTIONS HAD NOT BEEN CONSIDERED. 

4. IN A BACKGROUND INTERVIEW APPEARING IN THE JULY 20 
"FRANKFURTER ALT .GEMETNE, " THE CHANCELLOR INDICATED THAT 
THE PRESIDENT WAS IN BASIC AGREEMENT WITH THE "SUB- 
STANTIAL PROPOSALS" ON MBFR WHICH GENSCHER AND LEBER HAD 
WORKED OUT TOGETHER. HE SAID THE PROPOSALS MUST BE 
DISCUSSED WITH THE NATO PARTNERS. THE CHANCELLOR DID NOT 
PROVIDE ANY DETAILS IN THE INTERVIEW REGARDING THE PRO- 
POSALS. RATHER, HE STATED THAT THE FRG'S IDEAS WERE 

STILL BASED ON PARITY BETWEEN EAST AND WEST AND ON 
COLLECTIVITY OF WESTERN DEFENSE. THE INTERVIEW CON- 
TINUED THAT SCHMIDT WOULD DISCUSS MBFR WITH BREZHNEV 
WHEN HE COMES TO BONN IN ORDER TO SEE WHETHER MOSCOW HAD 
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AN INTEREST IN MAKING PROGRESS POSSIBLE IN VIENNA. 

SCHMIDT WAS QUOTED AS SAYING: "ON THIS POINT I HAVE IN 
GENERAL A GOOD FEELING." 

5. COMMENT: THIS IS THE SECOND WARNING ISSUED BY MERTES 
SINCE MAY THAT CDU/CSU SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S 
MBFR POLICY WAS IN DANGER OF ERODING (SEE BONN 08003 
NOTAL). 

STOESSEL 
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